Cancer of the Lung by Todd, I. D. H.
Br. J. C(ancer (1975) 31, 598
Book Reviews
Bronchial Carcinoma. THOMASW. SHIELDS
(1974). Springfield, Illinois: Thomas. 142
pp. Price £6.38.
This is a well balanced, concise and
attractively produced monograph. Although
designed primarily for surgeons, its author,
vwho is Professor of Surgery at Northwestern
University Medical School, Chicago, has
avoided placing undue stress on the surgical
aspects of management. Epidemiology and
aetiology are adequately discussed and the
pathology section includes a brief considera-
tion of electron microscopy and tumour
growth rate. The chapter on tumour spread
summarizes Nohl's important work in this
field, but does omit to mention that marrow
involvement is not infrequent in oat-cell
tumours. The section on clinical features
includes a briefconsideration ofinappropriate
hormone production. There are useful
sections on diagnostic aspects, including
cytological screening, on staging and a chap-
ter on immunological aspects. The emphasis
in the treatment section is naturally on
surgical management, but adjunct radiation
therapy and chemotherapy are adequate
statements of the current position. Perhaps
the final concluding section could have been
expanded to include a more definite statement
of treatment selection and proposals for
future improvement in this depressing area.
This is a well written book, is not too long
or too detailed to be read by oncologists in
training and could be of value to those
already working in the field as a balanced
statement of current attitudes.
M. J. PECKHAM
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This is the proceedings of the Eighth
Annual Symposium on Malignant Disease
from the University of North Carolina. It
does not, and does not aim to, present a
comprehensive coverage of the field (notably
there is no section on aetiology and epide-
miology) but does give excellent up-to-date,
and brief chapters on various aspects of the
treatment of cancer of the lung. Shields'
chapter on chemotherapy is very sound
although, inevitably, depressing and Wizen-
berg's chapter on radiotherapy is clear, com-
prehensive and supported by well chosen
references including many from European
sources. The surgical treatment is well
covered in three chlapters. Apart from
treatment aspects, there is an interesting
contribution from Seely on non-metastatic
extrapulmonary manifestations and some
comments on the immune response from
Haughton and his colleagues.
On the whole, the production is good but
the quality of radiographic reproduction is
belowr current standards. This book is
warmly recommended as supplementary read-
ing for the trainee radiotherapist and
oncologist.
I. D. H. TODD